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British American Football

Referees Association

Rules and Mechanics Committee

Rules Meeting 2001 

Meeting at:  Bedworth Civic Hall on 6th October 2001. 

Chair:
John Slavin

Attending:
Paul Sutton
Jim Briggs

Proceedings.

Apologies were received from Will Marriage, Brian Yates and Robert Banks.  The absence for the second year running of any representations from any organisations other than BAFRA was noted with regret.

1             Last year’s changes.

No problems with the implementation or interpretation of the rule changes were reported.

The chair agreed to request from each League, prior to the beginning of their respective seasons, the rules variations that they will be using for that season.  If no notification is received, and published in BAFRA Newsflash, prior to the first regular season game then the League will comply with the Rule Book.

Some administrative rules allow Leagues to stipulate in their regulations what course of action is to be followed.  These are:

1-2-1-l
1-3-2-e-3
2-15-4-a-1
3-1-3
3-2-1
3-2-2-h
3-3-3-e

2
NCAA rule changes.

Rule 3-1-3-h
  Radio and television timeouts not permitted during any extra periods, and charged team timeouts during any extra period may not be extended for radio and television purposes.

It was decided NOT to adopt this change.
The committee thought this was irrelevant to British Football. 

Rule 3-3-2-a-19
 Referee’s timeout declared when runner’s helmet comes off.

It was decided to adopt this change for safety reasons.  It should be noted that this applies only to the runner. 

Rule 3-3-7-a
Charged team timeout 30 seconds in duration permitted.

It was decided to adopt this change.  The committee would like to emphasise that after the 30 seconds have elapsed the official would notify both teams and then 5 seconds later declare the ball ready for play.  Therefore the total elapsed time could be 60 seconds.

Rule 8-3-3-b-1
 Personal fouls against passer on successful two-point conversion try enforced on succeeding kickoff, or succeeding spot.

It was decided NOT to adopt this change, as British Football does not differentiate personal fouls that carry over to the succeeding spot.

Rule 9-1-2-i
 Runner exempt from rule prohibiting hurdling.

It was decided to adopt this change.  This exemption does not apply to a player simulating possession of a live ball.

Rule 10-2-2
 and other rules. Penalties for offensive team fouls behind the neutral zone enforced from previous spot.

It was decided to adopt this change.  The committee would like to emphasise that this rule applies to contact fouls, hands, holding, illegal use of hands, clipping and personal fouls by the offense behind the line of scrimmage.  It does not apply to illegal kicking, illegal batting or illegal forward passes and intentional grounding.  Additionally, all such fouls that occur in the offense’s team endzone will, if accepted, result in a safety. 

Editorial Changes.

Rules 1-4-2-b, 7-3-5, 7-3-8-a, 7-3-11.
These rules have had the word ‘or official’ added to them.

This is actually quite a significant change.  If a forward pass touches an opponent, or an official, ALL players become eligible.

Rule 1-2-1.
The Rules Committee would like to reaffirm its interpretation of Rule 1-2-1and other rules. The only rules that mean that a game is not played are those explicitly indicated by the words "under no circumstances may the game commence, nor proceed if suspended".  In all other cases where mandatory requirements are not met, the referee should still play the game and make an incident report that will be forwarded by BAFRA to the appropriate authority for action. The Committee did not think that the rule required re-wording.

Jim Briggs agreed to write an article for ‘Newsflash’ giving some of the history of the rule.

Rule 12-1 Youth Kitted Football.
The rules committee have decided to add additional rules pertaining to 9 player to Rule 12-1.  The additions are listed below.

Additions for 9 player Kitted Football.

Rule 12-1-5 (amendment to rule 6-1-2-b)
At least three Team A players must be on each side of the kicker

Rule 12-1-6 (amendment to rule 7-1-3-b-1)
At least five players on their scrimmage line, not less than three of whom shall be numbered 50 through 79.  The remaining players must be either on their scrimmage line or legally positioned as a back.

Rule 12-3 Pass ball.
The rules committee have decided that due to lack of use that the rules pertaining to pass ball will be deleted from the rulebook.

The committee would like the Directors of BAFRA to consider strongly the publication of the rulebook for the year 2002.  With 67 editorial changes last year and 113 this year the committee felt that the current rule book is blatantly out of date.

Date of next meeting.
 Saturday 5th October 2002 

